Elements of Poetry
(Definitions taken from Writing Poems, 5th Ed. Robert Wallace & Michelle Boisseu)

Sound:

· Line Break—The point where a line (visual unit of words placed together horizontally on a page) stops.

· End-stopped Line: When the end of a line coincides with a normal speech pause (usually at punctuation).
· Enjambment:  When a line ends without a normal speech pause.
· Stanza—A grouping of lines together in a poem, separated from the rest of the poem by spaces (the equivalent of a paragraph in prose).

· Meter—The “measure” of a line—The pattern of accented and unaccented syllables (often called “beats”) .
· Rhyme—The same vowel sound in two or more words and the same sound in any following consonants.  

· Exact Rhyme: gate-late, own-bone, aware-hair
· Inexact, Off, or Slant Rhyme:  love-move, both-truth
· End Rhyme: Rhyme that occurs at a line break.
· Internal Rhyme:  Rhyme that occurs in the middle of a line
· Alliteration—The repetition of consonant sounds in several words in a passage.
· Assonance—The repetition of vowel sounds in several words in a passage.

· Diction—Word Choice (Also under “Subject Matter”)
· Syntax—Word Order

Figures of Speech:

· Symbol—Objects or ideas that represent different objects or ideas.

· Metaphor—Saying one thing in terms of another, i.e. transferring the qualities of one thing to another.

· Simile: A type of metaphor in which the comparison is syntactically announced by “like” or “as.”

· Personification—When an inanimate object behaves like a person.

· Metonymy—Substituting one thing for something associated with it.

· Synechdoche—Substituting a part for the whole or a whole for the part.  

Subject Matter:
· Image—A representation of an impression for the senses.  They can be visual, aural (sound), tactile (touch), gustatory (taste), and olfactory (smell).

· Cliché—(This is a bad thing.) Stale, too familiar words, phrases, metaphors, or ideas.

· Diction—Word Choice

· Denotation: The dictionary definition of a word.

· Connotation: The overtones, vibes, or nuances that a word suggests.  (For instance, is the word positive or negative, harsh or gentle, explicit or vague?)

· Abstract Words: Words that represent ideas—love, hate, fear, excitement, sympathy, philosophy, care, etc
· Concrete Words: Words you can experience through one or more of the five senses--table, cat, cotton, breeze, spicy etc.
· Allusion—A reference to something else.  In literature, the reference is usually to another literary work.
· Sentimentality—(This is a bad thing) Writing that indulges in emotion in excess of what caused it or that doesn't earn--through imagery, metaphor, detail--the emotion it asks a reader to feel; writing burdened with clichés; writing more interested in crude self-expression than in moving a reader.   
